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ABSTRACT 

Three Dimensional (3-D) printing is a promising approach for brief prototyping and production of any material. It is much like 

photocopy or printing, wherein the brand new substances are shaped on layers (3-D) like their mom component. Following its increase 

and development within side the 1980s, its utility in prescribed drugs continues to be limited. It has end up one of the maximum 

modern and influential gear serving as a generation for growing dosage paperwork from the closing decade. The capacity of 3-D 

printing to supply capsules for particular dimension custom designed to unique patients` desires has proven the opportunity of growing 

personalised drug treatments to novel dosage paperwork. The step forward lets in the clean notion of the dosage systems on exceptional 

shapes, sizes, surfaces and the related demanding situations in handing over them via way of means of the use of such designed 

conditions. There are exceptional problems associated with an appropriate usage of 3-D imprinting within side the prescribed drugs 

that have a robust effect at the scope of this generation. Recent improvements within side the subject of 3-D printing generation used 

within side the pharmaceutical enterprise especially centred on exceptional strategies for the fabrication of various dosage paperwork. 

The Food and Drug Administration's (FDA) current approval of the primary 3-D prescription highlights opportunities for 3-D 

printing innovation within side the subject of pharmaceutical drug supply. This evaluation assesses 3-D printing development 

opportunities, especially within side the vicinity of custom prescriptions. This generation may be appeared because the destiny produced 

on demand, low-value strong dosage paperwork and facilitates decrease aspect outcomes because of overdose. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
Three-D printing or additive production (AM) is a system for creating a three-D item of any form from a three-D version or other 

digital records reasserts thru additive methods wherein successive layers of cloth are laid down beneath Neath pc controls. [1]Hideo 

Kodama of Nayoga Municipal Industrial Research Institute is normally appeared to have published the first stable item from a 

virtual design. However, the credit score for the primary three-D printer normally is going to Charles Hull, who in 1984 designed it 

whilst running for the agency he founded, three-D Systems Corp. Charles a Hull became a pioneer of the stable imaging system 

called stereo lithography and the STL (stereo lithographic) report layout which continues to be the maximum broadly used layout 

used nowadays in three-D printing. He is likewise appeared to have begun out industrial fast prototyping that became concurrent 

together along with his improvement of three-D printing. He first of all used photopolymers heated via way of means of ultraviolet 

mild to acquire the melting and solidification effect. [2]Since 1984, whilst the primary three-D printer became designed and found 

out via way of means of Charles W. Hull from three-D Systems Corp., the era has developed and these machines have emerge as 

an increasing number of useful, whilst their fee factors lowered, for this reason turning into greater affordable. Nowadays, fast 

prototyping has a extensive variety of packages in diverse fields of human activity: research, engineering, scientific enterprise, 

military, construction, architecture, fashion, education, the pc enterprise and many others. In 1990, the plastic extrusion era 

maximum broadly related to the term "three-D printing" became invented via way of means of Stratasys via way of means of call 

fused deposition modelling (FDM). After the begin of the twenty first century, there was a big boom in the income of three-D 

printing machines and their fee has been dropped gradually. By the early 2010s, the phrases three-D printing and additive production 

developed senses wherein they have been exchange umbrella phrases for AM technology, one being used in famous vernacular via 

way of means of consumer - maker groups and the media, and the alternative used formally via way of means of commercial AM 

stop use element producers, AM device manufacturers, and global technical requirements organizations. 

 

 Background of 3-D printing in healthcare. 

Three-D printing has grown to be extra essential in current decades. Three-D printing lets in Three-D renderings to be found out as 

bodily gadgets with the usage of a printer. It has revolutionized prototyping and discovered packages in lots of nonmedical fields. 

In medicine, the era has packages in orthopaedics, spinal surgery, maxillofacial surgery, neurosurgery, and cardiac surgery, among 

diverse different disciplines. 

 

Doctors broadly speaking paintings with two-dimensional X-ray photos or two-dimensional photos received from computed 

tomography (CT) or magnetic resonance (MR) scans to benefit perception into pathologies. This calls for exquisite visualization 

talents from the surgeon. The current emergence of Three-D renderings of CT, MR, undeniable radiography, and echo imagery has 

progressed visualization of complicated pathologies however lacks tactile qualities. Three-D-revealed gadgets may be used to take 

a look at complicated cases, to exercise tactics, and to train college students and patients. [1]. 
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Furthermore, a few cutting-edge surgical tactics are complicated and require steering to keep away from destructive critical elements 

of the body, or to achieve an appropriate esthetical outcome [2]. In a few cases, this steering calls for big quantities of ionizing 

radiation and may closely boom surgical time [3]. Additionally, anatomical defects can require custom prosthetics to restore harm 

as as it should be as possible [4]. 

 

The want for progressed visualization and surgical effects has given upward push to three-D-revealed anatomical models, patient-

unique guides, and three-D-revealed prosthetics. The developing surgical packages of three-D printing have made it exciting to 

investigate the cutting-edge implementation of this new era. 

 

2. OVERVIEW OF 3-D PRINTING TECHNOLOGIES 
i) Fused Deposition Modelling (FDM). 

FDM era is broadly utilized in prescribed drugs because of the benefits of easy equipment, low cost, and excessive product strength. 

Using pc-aided layout software program, 3D-published merchandise are synthetic with the aid of using depositing molten fabric 

layer with the aid of using layer on printing platforms. The precept is proven in. The polymer filament containing the drug is extruded 

with the aid of using rollers thru excessive-temperature nozzle, and the print head movements within side the X-Y axis route beneath 

Neath the manipulate of pc software program to print the product; after finishing one layer of printing, the printing platform drops 

or the Z axis rises a distance same to 1 layer thickness to begin the following layer of printing, and repeats the procedure till 

completion. 

 

ii) Stereo lithography (SLA). 

In SLA, the laser is cantered at the pinnacle layer of photosensitive polymeric liquid resins. This excessive electricity recognition 

solidifies particular place thru polymerization of the liquid are to shape a strong layer then the reservoir that incorporates the liquid 

resin descend to permit the laser to shape the following layer any other to construct a 3-d shape. SLA method can also be hired to 

manufacture drug-loaded hydrogels and may construct microstructures for transdermal drug shipping applications. 

The loss of FDA-permitted grade of picture graph polymeric liquid resins is the fundamental downside that slows down the utility 

of this method for the practise of dosage bureaucracy. Also, the instability of the broadcast fabric because of using photosensitive 

resins and the viable cytotoxicity because of leaching of the entrapped photo initiator molecules and monomers with inside the 3-d 

structure. 

The utmost gain of the SLA method is the excessive decision of the broadcast item as much as 0.2 µm that is great as compared to 

different strategies in which a decision of 50–two hundred µm may be achieved. The decision of the broadcast item and layer 

thickness is specially relying at the depth and period of publicity of the laser beam. 

 

iii) Selective Laser Sintering (SLS) 

SLS is a powder solidification method in which a mattress of powder fabric is sintered underneath the melting temperature of the 

polymeric fabric via way of means of the use of a laser beam which reasons melting and fusing of the polymeric fabric and 

bureaucracy a layer. Then the degree is lowered, and a brand new powder mattress is transferred from the feed compartment which 

sooner or later receives uncovered to the laser beam and bureaucracy layer via way of means of layer 3-d structure. The layer 

thickness and backbone of the broadcast item depend upon the laser recognition, depth and velocity of laser journey over the degree, 

and the particle length of the powder mixture. 

 

The gain of SLS is the single-step printing technique with excessive decision and little need of natural solvents and no want for 

post-printing drying. This method has the problem of API degradation because of the melting technique of laser sintering, the 

constrained desire of photosensitive polymers, and the printing of whole systems isn't always viable. 

 

iv) Inkjet Printing.   

Another adoption of three-D printing in pharmaceutics is inkjet printing. This technique is in particular appropriate while the formula 

of beginning substances is liquid. Inject printing is assessed into categories: non-stop inject printing (CIJ) and drop on demand 

(DOD) primarily based totally at the course of droplets. In the case of CIJ, the drops are fashioned with the aid of using a transducer 

or a droplet loading equipment generating a non-stop circulation of droplets. Then, the droplets are directed to an electrically charged 

detail to acquire the preferred charge. Finally, the fashioned droplets attain onto the substrate and create the three-D product. 

 

In the DOD printing gadget, the pharmaceutical-primarily based totally ink is transformed to a droplet shape with the aid of using 

making use of a voltage to a piezoelectric crystal transducer to vibrate the substances or heating the formula to the temperature 

better than the boiling temperature thereby growing droplets. Then, the dots of the answer are pushed from an orifice to the printer 

head`s nozzle and solidified drop wise. The predominant criterion in growing a formulation of API for printing with inside the inject 

print gadget is the overall performance of the service formula throughout printing, that is strongly prompted with the aid of using 

rheological parameters including fluid viscosity, velocity, and floor tension. Likewise, the discharge profile of the formula may be 

changed given the deposition sample of droplets onto the substrate. 

 



 

SJIF Impact Factor (2025): 8.688| ISI I.F. Value: 1.241| Journal DOI: 10.36713/epra2016          ISSN: 2455-7838(Online) 

EPRA International Journal of Research and Development (IJRD) 
Volume: 10 | Issue: 10 | October 2025                           - Peer Reviewed Journal 

 

 

2025 EPRA IJRD    |    Journal DOI:  https://doi.org/10.36713/epra2016      | https://eprajournals.com/ |378 |  

3.MATERIALS USED IN THREE-D PRINTED DRUG FORMULATIONS 
1. Types of substances utilized in 3-d‐published drug formulations. 

 The substances utilized in 3-d printing of prescribed drugs usually fall into the class of excipients (fillers, binders, diluents) and 

structural/purposeful polymers or hydrogels that shape the matrix of the broadcast dosage shape. The preference of cloth has a robust 

affect on printability, mechanical strength, drug‐loading, launch kinetics, stability, and biocompatibility. 

 

a) Inorganic/strong fillers or diluents 

Example: lactose monohydrate: utilized in powder‐mattress or binder‐jet printing of tablets. It affords precise compactability and 

diluent characteristic within side the powder mix. 

 

Encyclopaedia these fillers assist create the majority of the dosage shape, offer mechanical integrity, and might affect dissolution 

behaviour (e.g., hydrophilic vs. hydrophobic). 

 

Merits: well‐studied pharmaceutical excipient, usually known as safe. Limitations: confined “structural” characteristic for 3-d shapes 

past easy tablets; might not impart managed launch until blended with different purposeful polymers. 

 

b) Thermoplastic & biocompatible polymers (for FDM / extrusion‐primarily based totally printing) 

Polylactic acid (PLA): a biodegradable thermoplastic, used as a structural matrix in 3-d printing for drug shipping systems. 

Encyclopedia. 

 

Polycaprolactone (PCL): a hydrophobic, semi-crystalline biodegradable polymer used for sustained‐launch systems. 

MDPI. 

 

Polyvinyl alcohol (PVA): water-soluble, biocompatible polymer used for fast disintegration or orodispersible forms. 

MDPI. 

 

Polyvinylpyrrolidone (PVP), hydroxypropyl cellulose (HPC), hydroxypropyl methylcellulose (HPMC) etc.: hydrophilic polymers 

utilized in 3-d printing inks / filaments for drug shipping. 

MDPI. 

 

Merits: precise printability (specially through fused deposition modelling, FDM), set up biocompatibility, capacity to tailor drug 

launch through polymer preference and geometry. Limitations: Many require excessive temperatures (which can also additionally 

degrade heat‐touchy drugs) and might have confined solubility/disintegration profiles until especially designed. 

 

C) Functional polymers / clever substances & hydrogels. 

Photo‐cross linkable hydrogels (e.g., gelatine methacryloyl, GelMA) had been utilized in bio printing however can also serve in 

drug‐loaded scaffolds.  

 

Smart polymers (stimuli responsive) and multi‐layered polymeric structures had been explored for managed or behind schedule 

launch 

. 

Merits: notably tunable launch behaviour, capacity to manufacture complicated geometries (channels, pores) for tailor-made 

delivery. Limitations: frequently extra complicated to formulate, might also additionally require photoinitiators or unique resins, 

regulatory pathway can be extra demanding. 

 

2. Material‐processing concerns particular to drug formulations. 

When choosing substances for 3-D revealed drug formulations, numerous key concerns apply: 

Drug–fabric compatibility: The polymer or excipient need to be chemically and bodily well suited with the lively pharmaceutical 

ingredient (API). High temperature processes (like FDM) threat degrading thermolabile drugs.  

 

Printability: The fabric need to be well suited with the selected printing technology (FDM, extrusion, binder‐jet, stereo lithography). 

For example, filament substances for FDM need to have enough soften energy and flow; powder combinations for binder‐jet need 

to bind well.  

 

Mechanical integrity and geometry: The dosage shape need to be routinely stable (for handling, packaging, administration) but have 

the favoured inner geometry (e.g., porosity, channels) to modulate drug launch.  

 

Drug loading & uniformity: The fabric need to permit enough loading of API and make sure uniform distribution in the course of 

the broadcast part. Non‐uniformity ought to cause dose variability.  
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Release kinetics/modulation: The fabric desire (hydrophilic vs. hydrophobic; degradable vs. non-degradable) and geometry (floor 

area, infill, channels) decide how the drug is released (instant, sustained, behind schedule, pulsatile).  

 

Regulatory and protection aspects: Excipients/polymers need to be pharmaceutically acceptable (GRAS or compendial). Process 

validation (content material uniformity, dissolution, stability) is critical. For 3-D revealed merchandise especially, layer-by-layer 

effects, porosity, and ability variability need to be managed.  

 

3. Examples of the way fabric desire influences formula design. 

A take a look at the use of filaments of PVA vs. PVP loaded with paracetamol confirmed that once chitosan micro‐ribbons (1% 

w/w) have been added, disintegration time extensively decreased (i.e., quicker launch) due to the fact hydrophilic channels formed.  

In any other work, the use of Eudragit RL (instant launch polymer) vs Eudragit RS (sustained launch polymer) in aggregate with 

cellulose‐primarily based totally polymers in FDM 3-D printing allowed twin launch mechanisms (instant + extended) in a 

unmarried revealed tablet.  

 

4.APPLICATION OF 3DP TECHNOLOGY TO PHARMACEUTICAL DOSAGE FORMS 
3DP technology including IJ, FDM, and SLS, are presently to be had for production ok pharmaceutical dosage paperwork, as 

exemplified in Table 1. In this review, the pharmaceutical programs of 3DP era are targeted at the oral stable dosage paperwork and 

transdermal transport structures that appear to be present process particularly extra development and are greater appropriate for huge 

programs of 3DP. 

 

i). Tablets 

Oral dosage formulations are the maximum desired shape of pharmaceutical products. Tablets and drugs are usual examples of 

extensively used stable oral dosage paperwork. Particularly, drugs had been considerably tested for the feasibility of 3DP technology 

in pharmaceutical production. Generally, drugs produced via way of means of 3DP techniques may be labelled into groups: 

unmarried API drugs and a couple of API drugs. Selective examples of every class are defined within side the subsequent sections, 

respectively. 

 

ii). Single API Tablets 

Initially, 3DP generation changed into implemented to manufacture easy on the spot launch (IR) drugs comprising a unmarried API. 

In many studies, the FDM approach changed into followed for generating IR drugs, likely because of its easy fabricating procedures. 

Selective examples of unmarried API IR drugs received through the usage of the FDM approach are stated in preceding studies 

(Goyanes et al. 2016a; Okwuosa et al. 2016; Sadie et al. 2016). Not best low drug-loaded dosage bureaucracy however additionally 

excessive drug-loaded dosage bureaucracy may be organized the usage of 3DP generation. For instance, a thermoplastic 

polyurethane-primarily based totally dosage shape loaded with 60% drug changed into correctly evolved thru the FDM approach 

(Verstraete et al. 2018). Similarly, an IR pill loaded with a totally excessive dose of 80% paracetamol changed into organized the 

usage of an extrusion-primarily based totally three-D printer (Khaled et al. 2018). In addition to IR drugs, 3DP is relevant to supply 

prolonged launch (ER) drugs. Skowyra et al. (2015) tested the feasibility of the FDM approach to manufacture ER drugs the usage 

of prednisolone loaded-polyvinyl alcohol filaments, accomplishing the drug launch as much as 24 h (Skowyra et al. 2015). Another 

instance of ER drugs organized through the FDM approach changed into stated through Alhijjaj et al. (2016), the usage of polymer 

blends of polyethylene glycol, Tween 80, and polyethylene oxide with both Eudragit® EPO or Soluplus®. 

 

When fabricating drugs through the usage of 3DP techniques, the choice of 3DP substances and techniques dramatically influences 

the bodily homes of the received drugs, main to the specific drug launch profiles. The ratios of the system additives additionally 

have an effect on the bodily homes of drugs, ensuing in altered drug launch profiles. For instance, Wang et al. (2006) have evolved 

3 close to zero-order controlled-launch pseudoephedrine hydrochloride dosage bureaucracy through the usage of 3DP generation. 

The drug launch charges had been adjusted through various the shares of Kollidon® SR and hydroxypropylmethyl cellulose (HPMC) 

whilst the fabrication parameters retained constant (Wang et al. 2006). These formulations additionally confirmed an awesome 

correlation among their in vitro dissolution profiles and scientific pharmacokinetic parameters. The doughnut-fashioned multi-

layered acetaminophen transport gadgets had been additionally evolved through various the quantities of drug and launch-retardant 

substances the usage of 3DP generation, supplying linear launch profiles of a poorly water-soluble drug (Yu et al. 2009). In addition 

to on the spot or prolonged drug launch, 3DP generation is relevant for different sorts of changed launch drugs. Using 3 specific 

grades of hypromellose acetate succinate (grades LG, MG and HG), enteric drugs had been synthetic through the FDM approach to 

permit production the delayed-launch drugs without the want for an outer enteric coating (Goyanes et al. 2017). Furthermore, three-

D extrusion-primarily based totally printing has the ability to manufacture gastro-floating drugs (Li et al. 2018). 

 

iii). Multi-Drug Combinations (Polypills). 

 Integrate complicated remedy regimes into one; more than one APIs may be loaded in an unmarried tablet, known as a polypill. In 

latest studies, 3DP generation has been used to fabricate polypills displaying managed launch profiles (Khalid et al. 2015a; Sun and 

Soh 2015). First, Khalid et al. (2015a) produced the polypill of captopril, nifedipine, and glipizide through the usage of 3-D 
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extrusion-primarily based totally printing, to deal with sufferers with diabetes, tormented by high blood pressure. This polypill 

turned into composed of a captopril osmotic pump compartment, becoming a member of layer, and sustained launch booths of 

nifedipine and glipizide (Fig. 2a). After taking the pill, the becoming a member of layer turned into disintegrated quickly, thereby 

the polypill cut up right into a captopril compartment and sustained launch compartment. The captopril compartment confirmed 

zero-order drug launch primarily based totally at the osmotic launch of the drug via a managed porosity shell at the same time as 

the sustained launch booths launched the drugs (nifedipine and glipizide) thru diffusion via gel layers (Khalid et al. 2015b). They 

additionally carried out 3DP generation to manufacture a polypill containing 5 APIs (Khalid et al. 2015b). This polypill comprised 

booths displaying unbiased managed launch profiles; one for sustained launch and the alternative for instant launch (Fig. 2b). The 

sustained launch compartment contained ramipril, atenolol, and pravastatin at the same time as the instantaneously launch 

compartment contained aspirin and hydrochlorothiazide. In a 3DP extrusion system, the cellulose acetate shell is first extruded, after 

which the APIs (ramipril, atenolol, and pravastatin) have been combined with HPMC. Rapid hydration of HPMC bureaucracy a 

gel-like state, main to sustained drug launch. In a subsequent step, aspirin and hydrochlorothiazide have been extruded to cowl the 

pinnacle of the sustained launch compartment, showing instantaneously drug launch because of the inclusion of a disintegrant 

(sodium starch glycolate). Through this drug aggregate in a tablet, sufferers who've numerous chance elements consisting of high 

blood pressure and dyslipidemia may be handled concurrently through simply one tablet (Khalid et al. 2015a). 

 

. In summary, 3DP era has a excessive ability to fabricate diverse polypills containing more than one APIs in a pill and additionally 

to gain the complicated and complicated drug launch profiles. These polypills can assist sufferers to rely upon relatively fewer pills, 

enhance affected person compliance, and permit personalised dosing regimens. Although there are nonetheless many obstacles to 

use 3DP to the pharmaceutical production process, 3DP could be a less expensive and green manner to supply the custom designed 

tablets. 

 

Iv) Implants 

An implant is a dosage shape containing lively tablets inside a sustained launch transport matrix, offering the blessings to sufferers 

who want long-time period remedy of tablets. While the conventional technique for implant improvement became in particular 

centred on prolonged and extended drug launch, latest 3DP-primarily based totally implants are designed to have complicated micro- 

and macro-systems in a unmarried device, for multi APIs loading and accomplishing extra state-of-the-art drug launch 

characteristics. For example, Huang et al. (2007) fabricated the implant of levofloxacin with predefined microstructure, showing 

complicated launch profiles from a unmarried implant. This implant displayed a bimodal profile, with pulsatile (day 5–25) and 

steady-kingdom drug launch (day 25–50), after which the heartbeat launch commenced once more on day 50 and persevered as 

much as day 80. 

 

Fabricating scaffolds for bone illness recovery is one of the growing fields the use of 3DP. Particularly, in latest studies, more than 

one APIs had been loaded within the 3DP-primarily based totally implants to accumulate extra healing effects. For bone illness 

recovery, complicated scaffolds had been fabricated the use of 3DP, through combining calcium phosphate cement with vascular 

endothelial boom factor (VEGF)-loaded hydrogel strands (Ahlfeld et al. 2017). Wu et al. (2009) designed a multi-drug implant for 

bone tuberculosis remedy, the use of 3-d printers. Isoniazid and rifampicin had been integrated into every layer as a substitute in a 

particular sequence, forming a multi-layer concentric cylinder. Drugs had been launched sequentially from the out of doors layer to 

the centre, growing a multi-drug healing system. Due to their perfect pharmacological motion and cytocompatibility, 3DP-primarily 

based totally multi-drug implants can be a promising technique for the remedy of bone tuberculosis (Wu et al. 2009). Recently, Wu 

et al. (2016) designed a 3DP-primarily based totally multi-drug implant for persistent osteomyelitis. Levofloxacin (LVFX) and 

tobramycin (TOB) had been loaded into an implant as APIs, and the scaffolds had been designed as multilayers in which every 

layer`s extent became 0.four cm3 (Wu et al. 2016). The ordinary wide variety layers had been loaded with LVFX, and the even 

wide variety layers had been loaded with TOB. In this implant, every layer launched API stepwise and exhibited a sustained drug 

launch for 60 days to keep an appropriate drug concentration, main to the a hit manipulate of persistent osteomyelitis in rabbits (Wu 

et al. 2016). 

 

v). Micro needles 

Micro needles are a class of transdermal drug transport systems, which has arrays of micron-sized needles on the ground of a matrix 

to beautify the pores and pores and skin penetration of biologically lively molecules. Notably, micro needles may be extra effective 

to deliver macromolecules thru the pores and pores and skin than traditional patches, due to its microstructure. Recent advances in 

immoderate-selection 3DP techniques fabricating small and tiny systems accelerate the application of 3DP in manufacturing the 

micro needles. While traditional micro fabrication techniques are restricted to the micro needles with smooth geometries, new 3DP 

generation lets in to fabricate micro needles having extra modern and complex geometries. Some determined on examples are 

described with in the ultimate paragraphs of this section. 

 

Ochoa et al. (2015) superior a today's fabrication approach for polymeric micro needles of complex geometries, thru coupling 3DP 

with hydrogel casting/shrinking techniques. This method correctly extra the selection limitation of 3DP and fabricated sharp micro 

needles having hints with 9.6 µm radius of curvature, which may be applicable for vaccine transport. Continuous liquid interface 
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manufacturing (CLIP) has moreover been superior using photo reactive resin and UV moderate to form 3-d systems, like pyramids, 

pillars, or perhaps extra complicated systems (Johnson et al. 2016). In this approach, CLIP micro needles were composed of 

trimethylolpropane triacrylate, polyacrylic acid, and photopolymerizable derivatives of polyethylene glycol and polycaprolactone, 

and the fabrication of micro needles come to be a mold-unbiased one-step approach, requiring an awful lot much less than 10 min 

regular with patch. The fabricated micro needles were very small with a uniform form, in which the stop radius come to be an awful 

lot much less than 3.5 µm and 400–one thousand µm in height. Lu et al. (2015) fabricated poly (propylene fumarate)-based 

absolutely micro needles for anticancer drugs, using microstereolithography to address pores and pores and skin carcinoma. In their 

studies, poly (propylene fumarate) comes to be combined with diethyl fumarate to modify viscosity and decorate the mechanical 

energy. This microneedle system performed the controlled release of dacarbazine, an anticancer drug for 5 weeks. The drug release 

charge is probably controlled thru converting the drug loading and the molecular weight of the polymer monomer (Lu et al. 2015). 

This have a examine suggests that microstereolithography is probably a valuable method to fabricate drug release devices requiring 

immoderate structural stabilities. 

 

Although micro needles do now not continually require biodegradability because of the reality they`re related outside the body, 

needle-shaped microstructures need to penetrate the pores and pores and skin without contamination and, thus, biodegradable 

scaffolds need to be maximum green for safety purposes. Recently, Luzuriaga et al. (2018) superior biodegradable micro needles 

thru a today's micro fabrication method, using an FDM 3-d printer with superior selection, demonstrating that the printing parameters 

is probably tuned to create microneedles of various shapes, lengths, and array densities, without a draw close template. The have a 

examine moreover showed the degradability of polylactic acid (a renewable, biodegradable, and thermoplastic polymer) withinside 

the pores and pores and skin, primary to the drug release (Luzuriaga et al. 2018). Pere et al. 

 

vi)  Paediatric and geriatric applications. 

Neonates and paediatric populations are inclined topics in phrases of fitness. Proper screening and early choicest remedy might 

lessen little one and toddler mortality, enhancing the high-satisfactory of life. Researchers and clinicians everywhere in the global 

are in pursuit of improvements to enhance the hospital therapy transport system. Infant morphometric modifications appreciably 

because of the speedy somatic increase in infancy and childhood, annoying for patient-precise customization of remedy intervention 

accordingly. Three-D printing is an intensive generation that lets in the technology of bodily three-D merchandise from virtual 

pictures and addresses the patient-precise requirement. The aggregate of cost-powerful and on-call for customization gives a 

boundless possibility for the enhancement of neonates and paediatric fitness. 

 

 

The superior generation of three-D printing proposes a pioneering leap forward in bringing physiologically and anatomically suitable 

remedy techniques addressing the unmet wishes of toddler fitness problems. 

 

Drug merchandise for paediatrics and geriatrics sufferers are hard to formulate due to the fact those subgroups of sufferers fluctuate 

from grownup common sufferers in phrases of drug absorption, pharmacokinetics, metabolism, sensitivity to tablets and excipients, 

swallowing difficulties, and affected person compliance, all of that can have an effect on affected person protection and healing 

efficacy. The maximum critical factors that have an effect on paediatric sufferers` attractiveness and compliance are the palatability 

of dosage paperwork and the ease with which they may be administered. Geriatric sufferers, on the alternative hand, are a 

heterogeneous organization of sufferers who're characterised through fragility, reduced organ function, cognitive impairment, 

swallowing difficulties, more than one drug use (polypharmacy), and comorbidity. Age and comorbidity have lengthy been 

identified as chance elements for bad results. As a result, it's miles vital to create particular formulations to meet the desires of the 

elderly sufferers. Simple remedy regimens, easy-to-use dosage paperwork, and easy remedy management commands are all critical 

elements in growing compliance and remedy results in paediatric and geriatric sufferers. 

 

Another trouble that desires to be addressed to fulfil the needs and attractiveness of sufferers is Patient-Centred Drug Product 

Pharmaceutical Design (PCDPD). Packaging and devices, orally disintegrating stable dosage paperwork, fixed-dose aggregate 

merchandise; multiparticulate, minitablet, 3-d published dosage paperwork, and topical remedy paperwork for dermatological 

sufferers are all covered with inside the PCDPD. 

 

5. ADVANTAGES OF 3-D PRINTING IN PHARMACEUTICS. 
i). Personalized Medicine for Special Populations. 

The fitness and protection of drugs for unique populations along with the aged and youngsters has lengthy been a difficulty of 

concern. Children are in a length of increase and improvement and feature a selected reactivity and sensitivity to remedy; the aged 

have a discounted absorption and metabolism capacity, and the coexistence of more than one illnesses and mixed remedy may be 

very common [14]. Whereas modern-day drug dosages are standardized, there are few specialised capsules for unique populations, 

and youngsters’ remedy is frequently administered with the aid of using manually breaking pills, which isn't always best misguided 

however may harm the unique shape of the instruction and purpose negative reactions]. 
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Three-dimensional printing generation is enormously bendy and may be used to print focused drugs with the aid of using adjusting 

version parameters along with size, shape, or fill rate [16]. For paediatric sufferers, 3-d printing generation may be used to supply 

low-dose personalised drugs appropriate for youngsters, and also can be used to enhance the arrival and flavour of the drugs to 

growth the compliance of paediatric sufferers [17,18,19]; for aged sufferers who've trouble swallowing, 3-d printing generation can 

put together unfastened and porous arrangements, thus, assisting them to take remedy; for sufferers who take more than one capsules 

on the equal time, one of a kind capsules may be partitioned and mixed right into a unmarried pill to keep away from mistakes or 

overlooked capsules, that can growth the protection and effectiveness of drugs; in addition, in particular formed arrangements may 

be revealed or unique symbols may be imprinted on the floor of the instruction to offer comfort for sufferers with visible impairment 

[20,21,22]. The benefits of 3-d printing generation for personalised drug shipping offer technical guide for human beings to reap 

personalised medicine, and a few 3-d revealed drug corporations are shifting toward the aim of personalised medicine, along with 

FabRx with inside the UK, which prepares personalised capsules for youngsters with maple diabetes, and has located SSE printers 

within side the pharmacy of a Spanish health centre and performed medical trials at the subject [23]. 

 

ii). Precise Control of Drug Release 

As the maximum broadly used stable oral dosage shape, pills account for 70% of all dosage shape production. Traditional production 

tactics permit pills to be produced at a decrease cost; however they were much less innovative in instruction improvement, with 

lengthy improvement instances and much less capacity to fabricate personalised arrangements on demand. 

Compared to standard pills, controlled-launch arrangements permit for specific manipulate of drug launch, warding off facet 

consequences and enhancing efficacy. However, conventional production tactics pose more demanding situations within side the 

improvement and manufacture of controlled-launch arrangements because of their limitations. Three-dimensional printing 

generation is enormously bendy and is nicely perfect to the improvement and manufacture of complicated arrangements via the 

aggregate of various capsules, the layout of complicated models, and the adjustment of printing parameters. For example, Triastek`s 

3-D published product, T19, which acquired IND approval from the FDA in January 2021, is a managed launch coaching designed 

for the circadian rhythm of rheumatoid arthritis, wherein sufferers take it at bedtime and blood awareness peaks with inside the 

morning with the maximum excessive signs of pain, joint stiffness, and dysfunction, and keeps daylight hours blood awareness for 

choicest healing effect, presenting higher remedy alternatives for sufferers 

  

iii). Rapid Integration of Production. 

In the large-scale manufacturing of medicine, everyday pharmaceutical companies, to fulfill the worldwide call for for conventional 

drugs, commonly have a totally excessive manufacturing capacity, and their manufacturing device is commonly large, with a 

especially unmarried sort of device, missing the vital manufacturing flexibility to quick entire the cleansing and alternate the range 

of medicine produced. Three-dimensional printing era, on the alternative hand, can combine fast production, with compact device, 

fewer manufacturing steps, computerized and virtual manufacturing processes, and the benefit of converting the range of medicine 

produced. For example, SSE era permits for the direct substitute of disposable syringes containing one-of-a-kind drug sorts to fulfill 

the wishes of multiproduct manufacturing device. 

 

Furthermore, within side the drug improvement phase, 3-D printing era is properly proper to small-scale drug manufacturing that 

calls for customization and common layout changes because of its decrease small-batch manufacturing fees and incorporated 

production process that can play an essential position in situations of restricted time and resources. This has very essential 

implications for drug improvement, with Merck the usage of 3-D printing era to boost up scientific trials and predicting via 

information that during scientific stages I–III, coaching improvement time could be decreased via way of means of 60% and the 

API required to put together the drugs could be decreased via way of means of 50%. 

 

6.CHALLENGES AND LIMITATIONS 
1. Regulatory Hurdles. 

The regulatory framework for traditional prescription drugs is properly established (e.g., batch production, demonstrated strategies 

beneathneath U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) GMP standards). However, additive production (3-d printing) introduces 

new variables: numerous printing methods (FDM, SLS, ink-jet, extrusion), cloth/filament variability, layer-by-layer strategies, small 

batch/personalized manufacturing, and frequently decentralized production. The regulatory our bodies have now no longer but 

absolutely tailored their steerage to cowl those differences. For example: 

 

Which printing procedure parameters are “critical”? 

How to make sure fine manage and reproducibility in a personalized or on-call for setting? 

There is likewise the query of bioequivalence: for 3-d-revealed forms, variability in geometry, porosity, floor vicinity or drug 

distribution might also additionally have an impact on dissolution/absorption in another way than a traditional pill. Regulators need 

to determine a way to take care of that. 

 

Decentralised manufacturing (e.g., in sanatorium or pharmacy) increases in addition questions: Do sanatorium-primarily based 

totally printers follow GMP (or a few changed version)? Which strategies/controls apply? 
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Lack of standardised suggestions unique to pharmaceutical 3-d printing: While FDA has steerage on clinical gadgets with 3-d 

printing, drug merchandise are nonetheless much less defined. 

 

Implication: These regulatory uncertainties gradual down industrial adoption, growth threat for developers (price, time, unknown 

regulatory path), and can deter investment. 

 

Literature reference: the complete overview found “cloth selection, regulatory barriers, and scalability issues” as essential 

challenges. 

 

2. Scale-Up and Production Problems. 

Many 3-d-printing strategies are perfect for personalization or small batch manufacturing (e.g., patient-unique dosages, tailor-made 

shapes) however are much less suitable for huge scale production wherein excessive throughput, uniformity, price performance and 

velocity are required. The layer-by-layer nature of many 3-d printing technology is slower than excessive-velocity conventional pill 

compression or molding. 

PMC. 

 

Variation in procedure parameters (printer calibration, nozzle size/flow, environmental conditions, cloth batch) can cause variability 

in revealed items — that is an awful lot more difficult to govern while scaling up. 

 

The price of equipment, materials (unique filaments or powders), maintenance, and the slower per-unit manufacturing time could 

make huge scale much less aggressive as compared to traditional production. 

 

Moreover, for customized manufacturing (e.g., sanatorium pharmacy settings), the infrastructure, workflow, fine assurance, and 

batch definition are one-of-a-kind from huge scale business manufacture — making the transition to “mass manufacturing” tricky. 

Implication: Without addressing scale and manufacturing robustness, 3-d-revealed drug formulations might also additionally 

continue to be niche (e.g., customized small batches) in preference to mainstream. 

 

Literature reference: The overview on swiftly dissolving FDM 3-d-revealed drugs referred to scalability and dose consistency as 

essential limitations. 

Hrčak 

 

3. Stability and Reproducibility. 

Stability refers to each the chemical/bodily balance of the drug withinside the revealed matrix (e.g., impact of print procedure on 

API, publicity to heat/UV, layer interfaces, porosity) and the long-time period shelf life, dissolution, and bioavailability. The printing 

procedure (thermal extrusion, laser sintering, photopolymerisation) might also additionally strain the API or excipient, affecting 

balance. 

 

Reproducibility manner batch-to-batch uniformity in dosage, drug content, launch profile, geometry, mechanical strength, 

dissolution behaviour. 3-D printing introduces many variables (printer settings, filament/excipient lot, environmental conditions, 

layer adhesion) that may compromise reproducibility. 

 

Because customized or small-batch objects might also additionally every be unique (shape, dose, patient), conventional 

sampling/QC approaches (check X out of N units) might not be appropriate. Real-time tracking or in-procedure controls can be 

required. 

 

There`s additionally the task of attaining similar performance (e.g., dissolution, bioavailability) of the 3-D-revealed shape relative 

to traditional formulation – for regulatory acceptance. 

 

Implication: Poor balance or reproducibility undermines product reliability, increases safety/efficacy concerns, complicates 

regulatory approval and business viability. 

 

Literature reference: The “Concise Review” identifies restrained revel in with long-time period balance of 3-D-revealed prescribed 

drugs and the issue of standardisation. 

 

4. Cost and Infrastructure Barriers. 

Equipment costs: High-precision pharmaceutical-grade 3-D printers, demonstrated environmental/clean-room conditions, 

materials (drug-loaded filaments/powders/excipients), post-processing (sterilisation, packaging) all upload value. 
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Material value: Specialized materials (filaments/powders with drug + polymer + excipient) are frequently greater costly according 

to unit than traditional pill formulations. Also the low extent might also additionally lessen economies of scale. 

 

Infrastructure: To enforce 3-D-revealed drug manufacturing, specifically in decentralised settings (hospitals, pharmacies), you 

want demonstrated printers, certified personnel, GMP-compliant environment, QC/QA systems, deliver chain for materials, 

regulatory oversight. These infrastructure needs are excessive specifically in resource-restrained settings. 

 

Throughput/time: Because many 3-D printing techniques are slower according to unit than conventional techniques, time to supply 

massive numbers can be longer, growing value according to unit or making it much less aggressive for mass production. 

 

Implication: Higher value according to unit and infrastructure needs imply that 3-D-printing might also additionally most effective 

make financial experience for niche, customized, or low-extent packages except value and throughput improve. This barrier limits 

uptake in large pharmaceutical businesses or growing markets. 

 

Literature reference: The “Challenges and Limitations” article in Journal of Drug Discovery and Health Sciences (2024) notes 

value‐effectiveness as compared to traditional techniques as one of the key limitations. 

 

7. FUTURE PROSPECTS AND RESEARCH DIRECTIONS 
i).4D printing and Clever Drug Shipping Systems 

4D printing is a complicated shape of three-D printing wherein the published shape can alternate its form, behavior, or capability 

over the years in reaction to outside or inner stimuli together with temperature, pH, moisture, magnetic field, or light. 

The “fourth dimension” refers to time or stimulus responsiveness — permitting the layout of clever or self-adjusting drug transport 

systems. 

 

Key Features 

Stimuli-Responsive Materials: 4D printing uses “clever materials” like form-reminiscence polymers, hydrogels, and 

biodegradable composites that react to environmental triggers. 

 

Dynamic Drug Launch: Drugs may be launched in a controlled, on-demand, or site-precise manner — for example, freeing a drug 

handiest whilst accomplishing a selected pH withinside the gut or a positive temperature at an infected site. 

 

Shape Transformation: Printed drugs or implants can fold, swell, or make bigger after administration, enhancing gastroretention 

or localised transport. 

 

Personalized Therapy: 4D printing permits custom designed drug doses and launch profiles tailor-made to man or woman affected 

person needs. 

 

Applications in Drug Delivery 

Gastroretentive Systems: Tablets that spread or make bigger withinside the belly to launch tablets over prolonged periods. 

 

Microneedle Patches: 4D published microneedles that alternate form to beautify pores and skin penetration and enhance 

transdermal transport. 

 

Implantable systems: Implants that regulate their degradation price or form to fit healing timelines. 

 

Targeted most cancers therapy: Carriers that launch tablets in reaction to tumor microenvironment conditions (e.g., low pH, 

excessive temperature). 

 

ii). AI and automation in 3-D pharmaceutical printing. 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) and automation are revolutionizing three-D pharmaceutical printing through introducing data-pushed 

design, predictive modeling, and real-time procedure optimization. AI integrates device studying algorithms with three-D printing 

structures to automate system design, printing manipulate, and fine assurance. 

 

Roles of AI in three-D Printing. 

Formulation Prediction 

AI can examine present datasets of polymers, drugs, and printing parameters to expect the fine system for printability, mechanical 

strength, and launch profile. 
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Optimization of Process Parameters 

Machine studying fashions can mechanically modify temperature, printing speed, infill density, and nozzle go with the drift charge 

to make sure consistency and reproducibility in drug dosage forms. 

 

Quality Control and Real-Time Monitoring 

AI-incorporated printers can use laptop imaginative and prescient structures and sensor remarks loops to discover printing defects, 

make sure layer uniformity, and manipulate drug content material distribution. 

 

Automation and Personalization: 

Automated structures powered through AI can produce individualized capsules or implants primarily based totally on a patient`s 

prescription data, enhancing precision remedy and lowering human error. 

 

Digital Twin Technology: 

AI allows the introduction of virtual “virtual twins” of the three-D printing procedure, permitting simulation and prediction of drug 

overall performance earlier than real printing, minimizing waste and improvement time. 

 

Future Research Directions 

Building massive databases of drug-polymer interactions to educate device studying algorithms. 

Developing AI-assisted software program systems that combine design, simulation, and validation of revealed medicines. 

Implementing closed-loop structures for non-stop tracking and real-time adjustment at some point of printing. 

Exploring regulatory frameworks for AI-pushed production and automatic fine manipulate in customized drug production. 

 

Benefits 

Reduces system improvement time. 

Enhances reproducibility and consistency. 

Enables real-time fine manipulate and batch traceability. 

Supports customized remedy and decentralized (hospital-primarily based totally) drug production. 

 

8. CONCLUSION 
Various 3DP techniques had been advanced and categorised into subgroups, through its operating principles. 3DP generation makes 

it feasible to manufacture fantastically state-of-the-art and complicated dosage styles of pills and has more suitable the liberty to 

govern the form and microstructures of dosage bureaucracy. Furthermore, 3DP is an progressive and fantastically promising manner 

for on-call for production and dosage shape personalization, which might also additionally enhance affected person compliance and 

drug effectiveness, lessen the facet effects, remedy the stableness troubles of medicine with restrained shelf-life, and, eventually, 

result in the affected person-precise fitness care with on-call for tailor-made medications. However, no matter many capacity clinical 

and monetary benefits, there also are a few technical demanding situations proscribing the extensive packages of 3DP generation to 

product commercialization, which include the restrained preference of biocompatible substances to be had for 3DP printers, 

pharmacy-technical troubles of present day 3DP techniques affecting the stableness of beginning substances, the potential and 

reproducibility of processes, and the best of very last merchandise. The regulatory adjustments and issues might also want to be 

described for the approval of pharmaceutical merchandise made through 3DP techniques. As non-stop innovation and refinement 

in 3DP techniques triumph over many technical and regulatory demanding situations, unexpectedly evolving 3DP generation can 

be extra extensively relevant to diverse drug shipping structures and boost up the medical exercise of extra affected person-pleasant 

personalised dosage bureaucracy with inside the future. 

 

9.REFERENCE 
1. Desu PK, Maddiboyina B, Vanitha K, Rao Gudhanti SN, Anusha R, Jhawat V. 3D printing technology in pharmaceutical dosage forms: 

advantages and challenges. Current Drug Targets. 2021 Dec 1;22(16):1901-14. 
2.  Gokhare VG, Raut DN, Shinde DK. A review paper on 3D-printing aspects and various processes used in the 3D-printing. Int. J. Eng. 

Res. Technol. 2017 Jun 6;6(06):953-8. 
3. Tack P, Victor J, Gemmel P, Annemans L. 3D-printing techniques in a medical setting: a systematic literature review. Biomedical 

engineering online. 2016 Oct 21;15(1):115. 
4. Samiei N. Recent trends on applications of 3D printing technology on the design and manufacture of pharmaceutical oral formulation: a 

mini review. Beni-Suef University Journal of Basic and Applied Sciences. 2020 May 14;9(1):12. 
5. 5.Wang S, Chen X, Han X, Hong X, Li X, Zhang H, Li M, Wang Z, Zheng A. A review of 3D printing technology in pharmaceutics: 

technology and applications, now and future. Pharmaceutics. 2023 Jan 26;15(2):416. 
6. Mohammed AA, Algahtani MS, Ahmad MZ, Ahmad J, Kotta S. 3D Printing in medicine: Technology overview and drug delivery 

applications. Annals of 3D Printed Medicine. 2021 Dec 1;4:100037. 
7. Park BJ, Choi HJ, Moon SJ, Kim SJ, Bajracharya R, Min JY, Han HK. Pharmaceutical applications of 3D printing technology: current 

understanding and future perspectives. Journal of Pharmaceutical Investigation. 2019 Nov;49(6):575-85. 



 

SJIF Impact Factor (2025): 8.688| ISI I.F. Value: 1.241| Journal DOI: 10.36713/epra2016          ISSN: 2455-7838(Online) 

EPRA International Journal of Research and Development (IJRD) 
Volume: 10 | Issue: 10 | October 2025                           - Peer Reviewed Journal 

 

 

2025 EPRA IJRD    |    Journal DOI:  https://doi.org/10.36713/epra2016      | https://eprajournals.com/ |386 |  

8. Rodríguez‐Pombo, M., et al. “3D printing of pharmaceuticals: approach from bench scale to commercial development.” Future Journal of 
Pharmaceutical Sciences, 2022. SpringerOpen 

9. Mahmood, M. A. “3D Printing in Drug Delivery and Biomedical Applications: A State-of-the-Art Review.” Compounds, 2021;1(3):94-
115.  

10. VS S, Panigrahy N, Rath SN. Recent approaches in clinical applications of 3D printing in neonates and   pediatrics. European Journal of 
Pediatrics. 2021 Feb;180(2):323-32. 

11. AA, Omari DM. Recent developments in pediatric and geriatric dosage forms. Novel Formulations and Future Trends. 2024 Jan 1:267-
93. 

12. Wang S, Chen X, Han X, Hong X, Li X, Zhang H, Li M, Wang Z, Zheng A. A review of 3D printing technology in pharmaceutics: 
technology and applications, now and future. Pharmaceutics. 2023 Jan 26;15(2):416. 

13. “Advancing 3D printing for personalized pediatric medicines: quality, safety, and Good Manufacturing Practice compliance.” (2025) — 
discusses regulatory, quality control and GMP issues in 3D-printed medicines. JSTAGE 

14. “Challenges and Limitations in the Application of 3D Printing in Pharmaceuticals.” (2024) — provides an overview of regulatory, 
scalability, stability and cost barriers. JDDH 

15. Dubey, K., Dwivedi, A., & Darwhekar, G. N. (2025). 4D Printing in Drug Delivery: Application of Shape-Morphing Materials in 
Controlled Drug Release. Trends in Drug Delivery, STM Journals. 
Link: journals.stmjournals.com/tdd/article=2025/view=222006 

16. Birhare, S., Ranjith Kumar, R., Saravanan, R., & Pillai, N. S. (2023). Artificial Intelligence-Driven  3D Printing in Pharma: 
Innovations and Future Directions. Journal of Survey in Fisheries Sciences, 10(3), 2938. 
Link: sifisheriessciences.com/index.php/journal/article/view/2938 

17. Park BJ, Choi HJ, Moon SJ, Kim SJ, Bajracharya R, Min JY, Han HK. Pharmaceutical applications of 3D printing technology: current 
understanding and future perspectives. Journal of Pharmaceutical Investigation. 2019 Nov;49(6):575-85. 

https://www.jstage.jst.go.jp/article/trs/advpub/0/advpub_2025-005/_html/-char/en?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://jddhs.com/index.php/jddhs/article/download/40/49?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://journals.stmjournals.com/tdd/article%3D2025/view%3D222006/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://sifisheriessciences.com/index.php/journal/article/view/2938?utm_source=chatgpt.com

