S

()

EPRA International Journal of Agriculture and Rural Economic Research (ARER)- Peer-Reviewed Journal
Volume: 13 | Issue: 2 | February 2025 | Journal DOI: 10.36713/epra0813| Impact Factor SJIF(2025): 8.733| ISSN: 2321 - 7847

NANOTECHNOLOGY IN FOOD SECURITY

Ramees P
Assistant Manager Trainee: Bethel Plantations ,1dukk,i Kerala, India
Bsc Hons Agriculture Graduate, College of Agriculture Vellanikkara, Thrissur, Kerala

ABSTRACT:
Nanotechnology is transforming agriculture by providing innovative solutions to enhance crop yields, improve
disease resistance, and reduce environmental impact. Nanofertilizers, nano-pesticides, and nano-fungicides are
being developed to promote sustainable agriculture. These nanoparticles can be designed to release nutrients or
pesticides in a controlled manner, reducing waste and minimizing environmental pollution. Nanopesticides are
a novel approach to pest management, offering a more efficient and environmentally friendly alternative to
traditional pesticides. Target-release nano-pesticides can be designed to release pesticides in response to specific
environmental signals, such as temperature, humidity, or light. pH-sensitive nano-pesticides, enzyme-responsive
nano-pesticides, and temperature-responsive nano-pesticides are some examples of target-release nano-pesticides.
Nanofungicides have emerged as a promising tool for plant disease management. Metal nanoparticles, such as
silver and copper, have shown antimicrobial properties and can be used to control fungal and bacterial diseases.
Chitosan nanoparticles have also shown promise in inducing viral resistance in plants and controlling fungal
diseases. Other types of nanoparticles, such as carbon nanotubes and silica nanoparticles, have also been explored
for their potential in plant disease management.
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INTRODUCTION

Nanotechnology is transforming agriculture to ensure global food security. By harnessing nanoparticles' unique
properties, researchers are developing innovative solutions to enhance crop yields, improve disease resistance,
and reduce environmental impact. Applications include nano-fertilizers that promote efficient nutrient uptake,
nano-pesticides that target specific pests, nano-fungicides that combat plant diseases, water conservation systems
that optimize irrigation, and nano-encapsulated nutrients that enhance food quality and nutrition. Additionally,
nanotechnology can improve soil health, detect plant diseases, and develop more resilient crop varieties.

These advancements have the potential to revolutionize the agricultural sector, reducing waste, promoting
sustainability, and ensuring a food-secure future for generations to come. Furthermore, nanotechnology can also
enhance food processing, packaging, and storage, reducing food losses and improving food safety. The use of
nanosensors can monitor food quality and safety in real-time, enabling swift action to prevent contamination.
Nanotechnology can also improve the nutritional content of food, enabling the development of functional foods
that promote human health.

The impact of nanotechnology on agriculture will be significant, with the potential to increase crop yields by up
to 20%, reduce water consumption by up to 30%, and decrease the use of chemical pesticides by up to 50%.
Moreover, nanotechnology can also promote sustainable agriculture practices, reducing the environmental impact
of farming and promoting eco-friendly food production. As research in this field continues to advance, we can
expect to see even more innovative applications of nanotechnology in agriculture, driving a more sustainable and
food-secure future.

WHAT DOES NANOTECHNOLOGY ENTAIL?

Nanotechnology, a field that manipulates matter at the atomic level, is transforming various sectors, including
agriculture. The US Environmental Protection Agency defines nanotechnology as the science of understanding
and controlling matter at dimensions of roughly 1-100 nm. However, this definition may be too rigid, as the
problem-solving capabilities of nanomaterials are more significant than their size dimensions. Nanotechnology
aims to achieve precise control over matter, much like computers control information. In agriculture,
nanotechnology is being explored for its potential to improve crop yields, reduce chemical usage, and enhance
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food safety. With its vast applications, nanotechnology is expected to make a significant impact on the world's
economy, industry, and people's lives.

NANO-FERTILIZERS: ENHANCING CROP NUTRITION

Agriculture is facing numerous challenges in the 21st century. The global population is projected to reach 9 billion
by 2050, putting immense pressure on the agricultural sector to produce more food. Climate change, decreasing
agricultural productivity, and variable labor forces are further exacerbating the situation. Traditional fertilizers
have low use efficiency, resulting in significant economic losses and environmental degradation. In this context,
nanotechnology is emerging as a promising solution to address the challenges faced by agriculture.
Nanofertilizers, in particular, have shown great potential in increasing crop yields, reducing environmental impact,
and promoting sustainable agriculture. These nanofertilizers are designed to release nutrients in a controlled
manner, reducing the risk of over-fertilization and environmental pollution.

Research has shown that nanoparticles can promote plant growth, increase nutrient use efficiency, and reduce
environmental impact. For instance, studies have demonstrated that titanium dioxide (TiO2) nanoparticles can
enhance photosynthesis and nitrogen metabolism in spinach, leading to improved growth and yields. Similarly,
carbon nanotubes have been shown to increase water uptake and nutrient absorption in plants, resulting in
improved crop yields. Nanofertilizers also offer several advantages over traditional fertilizers. They can be
designed to release nutrients in response to specific environmental signals, such as temperature, moisture, and
light. This targeted release of nutrients can help reduce waste and minimize environmental impact. Additionally,
nanofertilizers can be engineered to have improved shelf-life and stability, reducing the need for frequent
application. However, despite the potential benefits of nanofertilizers, there are also concerns about their potential
risks to human health and the environment. The use of nanoparticles in agriculture raises questions about their
toxicity, bioaccumulation, and potential impact on non-target organisms. Therefore, it is essential to conduct
thorough research and risk assessments before commercializing nanofertilizers.

PEST CONTROL: NANO-PESTICIDES FOR SUSTAINABLEAGRICULTURE

Nanopesticides are a novel approach to pest management, offering a more efficient and environmentally friendly
alternative to traditional pesticides. These nanoparticles can be designed to release pesticides in a controlled
manner, reducing the risk of over-application and environmental pollution. Target-release nano-pesticides are
designed to release pesticides in response to specific environmental signals, such as temperature, humidity, or
light. For example, light-sensitive nano-pesticides can be coated with luminophore and light-sensitive materials,
which break down and release pesticides when exposed to light. pH-sensitive nano-pesticides are another type of
target-release nano-pesticide. These nanoparticles are coated with pH-sensitive carrier materials that release
pesticides in response to changes in pH levels. Enzyme-responsive nano-pesticides are designed to release
pesticides in response to changes in plant enzymes. When a pest interacts with a plant, it triggers a series of
changes in plant enzymes, which can be detected by enzyme-responsive nano-pesticides. Temperature-responsive
nano-pesticides are designed to release pesticides in response to changes in temperature. For example, silica-
coated nanoparticles with temperature-responsive chitosan can release pesticides at higher temperatures.
Nanopheromones and nanoparapheromones are another type of nano-pesticide. These nanoparticles are designed
to mimic the behavior of natural pheromones, which are used by insects to communicate with each other.
Nanoencapsulation is a technique used to encapsulate pesticides in nanoparticles. This approach offers several
advantages, including improved stability, controlled release, and reduced toxicity. Polymer-based
nanoencapsulation is a common technique used to encapsulate pesticides. This approach involves coating
pesticides with polymers that are produced from natural sources, biodegradable, and cost-effective.

NANO- FUNGICIDES: REVOLUTIONIZING CROP DISEASE MANAGEMENT

Nanoparticles have emerged as a promising tool for plant disease management. These tiny particles, ranging from
10 to 100 nanometers in size, can be designed with unique properties to combat plant pathogens. Metal
nanoparticles, such as silver, copper, zinc oxide, and titanium dioxide, have shown antimicrobial properties and
can be used to control fungal and bacterial diseases. Silver nanoparticles, in particular, have been extensively
researched for their antifungal and antibacterial properties. They have been shown to inhibit the growth of various
plant pathogens, including Alternaria alternata, Sclerotinia sclerotiorum, and Macrophomina phaseolina. Silver
nanoparticles have also been used to control viral diseases, such as sun-hemp rosette virus and bean yellow mosaic
virus. Chitosan nanoparticles are another type of nanoparticle that has shown promise in plant disease
management. Chitosan is a biodegradable and biocompatible polymer that has antimicrobial properties. Chitosan
nanoparticles have been shown to induce viral resistance in plants and control fungal diseases, such as Fusarium
crown and root rot in tomato. In addition to metal and chitosan nanoparticles, other types of nanoparticles, such
as carbon nanotubes and silica nanoparticles, have also been explored for their potential in plant disease

€ 2025 EPRA ARER | hutps://eprajournals.com/ | Journal DOI URL: https://doi.org/10.36713/epra0813

(9]


https://eprajournals.com/
https://doi.org/10.36713/epra0813

-

et

EPRA International Journal of Agriculture and Rural Economic Research (ARER)- Peer-Reviewed Journal
Volume: 13 | Issue: 2 | February 2025 | Journal DOI: 10.36713/epra0813| Impact Factor SJIF(2025): 8.733| ISSN: 2321 - 7847

management. Carbon nanotubes have been shown to have antifungal properties and can be used to control fungal
diseases. Silica nanoparticles have been used to deliver DNA and chemicals into plant cells, providing a powerful
tool for targeted delivery.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, nanotechnology has the potential to revolutionize the agricultural sector by providing innovative
solutions to enhance crop yields, improve disease resistance, and reduce environmental impact. The development
of nanofertilizers, nano-pesticides, and nano-fungicides has shown great promise in promoting sustainable
agriculture. These nanoparticles can be designed to release nutrients or pesticides in a controlled manner, reducing
waste and minimizing environmental pollution. The use of nanotechnology in agriculture also has the potential to
improve food safety and quality. Nanosensors can be used to monitor food quality and safety in real-time, enabling
swift action to prevent contamination. Additionally, nanotechnology can be used to improve the nutritional content
of food, enabling the development of functional foods that promote human health. However, despite the potential
benefits of nanotechnology in agriculture, there are also concerns about their potential risks to human health and
the environment. Therefore, it is essential to conduct thorough research and risk assessments before
commercializing nanotechnology-based products for agricultural use. To fully realize the potential of
nanotechnology in agriculture, it is necessary to address the challenges and limitations associated with its
development and commercialization. This includes the need for further research and development, as well as the
establishment of regulatory frameworks to ensure the safe and responsible use of nanotechnology in agriculture.
In the future, nanotechnology is expected to play a critical role in ensuring global food security. With the global
population projected to reach 9 billion by 2050, there is an urgent need to develop innovative solutions to enhance
crop yields and improve food safety. Nanotechnology has the potential to provide these solutions, and its continued
development and commercialization will be critical to ensuring a food-secure future. Overall, the application of
nanotechnology in agriculture has the potential to transform the sector and ensure a food-secure future. However,
it is essential to address the challenges and limitations associated with its development and commercialization,
and to ensure that nanotechnology is used in a safe and responsible manner.
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